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FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. 


Lonpon, Wednesday, Novy. 3. 
, * 


Every thing is dull, stale, flat, and unprofitable, in theatrical matters, 
so you must not expect much from “the Boy” to-day. The Hay- 
market has had a lift, in the production of the new play, by an anony 
mous writer, strongly suspected to be a lady of title. 

* Anne Blake” has also revived the drooping fortunes of the Prin- 
cess’s, which had a severe “ drop” in the failure of “ Mount St Michel.” 
Little Saker makes his first appearance there next Saturday, in “ Deaf 
as a Post.” 

the Adelphi is crammed every night. 

The Strand doing a paying business with the nigger-singing. [ity 
they can’t secure more voices like Templeton’s (one of the troupe), 
who is a beautiful tenor, with a powerful chest-voice, of the Sims 
Reeves school. 

The Surrey has produced a version of “ Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” from 
the pen of Courteny, the author of “ Time Tries All,’ and many other 
successful dramas; but lm afraid they are too late in the field to do 
any rood. 

Anderson, the tragedian, shortly makes his appearance at the City 
of London Theatre, in a new play, to be ecalied “ Civilization,” by the 
author of “ The Far Off West.” Report speaks in the highest terms 
of it. 

Henry Corri is starring it with Sims Reeves this week, in Brighton. 
He opened on Monday last as Count Arnhe le in the Bohemian 


Girl.” Some years ago he played the | 


g Pantaloon, in the Christmas 
Pantomime, at the Theatre Royal, Edinburgh. He has given us 
another example of what may be done by perseverance and industry. 
Report says that Farren has lost £24,000 by his management of the 
Olympic. However, the business has much improved of late, and we 
must hope this really magnificent actor may retrieve, in some measure, 
his immense losses. 
Time’s up Guv’ner—no more from 
} ours, on 


Tae Bourmian Bor. 





Green Room Gossip. 

The new piece, called “ Sarah Blanje,” produced at the Olympic on 
Wednesday week, is a translation from the French. The principal 
character, sustained by Miss Fanny Wallack, is a kind of female lago 

a most repulsive part for a young lady to make her debut in. 

A new drama has been produced at the Marylebone Theatre, said 
to have been written by a Mr O’ Neil. 

The theatrical performances at Windsor Castle are expected to 
commence on the 10th of Nevember, with the play of “ King Henry 
the Fourth.” Mr Charles Kean will have, as heretofore, the exclu- 
sive direction of the eutertainments. 
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THE EXCISE SYSTEM. 


‘* TAMES, MY FRIEND.”’ AND “* BILLY O'BRIEN.” 


EVER since the popular outcry acainst the imposition of ** hearth 
money, which proved so ruinous to the house of Stuart, direct 
xation has alw a s ee . . } 
taxation has always been considered a dangerous experiment by 
statesmen, and regarded in an odious licht by the people. ‘The 

; } 


proposal of an income tax was a bold stroke upon the part of 


aX \ 
the late Sir Robert Peel : but the circumstance S of the Ki xche- 


quer were desperate iil the time, and the nation bowed submis 
sively to what appeared to be t only mode of saving the 
country. ‘The continuance of that tax since Is a proof that di- 
rect taxation is no longer held in such dread, either by the rulers 
or the ruled, as its dire eflects in the seventeenth century seemed 
to warrant. Our puritan ancestors were not so well schooled in 
the expansive principle of taxat i as their descendants have 


been, and were less tolerant of the claims of an arbitrary mo- 
narch than we are of a constitutional one. It is a sad mistake. 
however, to imagine that our burdens are lighter because levied 
in an indirect manner. Indeed the reverse is truly the ease. 
We do not. to be sure, see or ft | the extent of the impost sO 
palpably in the one case as in the other; but the result is vir- 
tually the same. The mechani who « irns one pound wee kly 
may as well pay 5s. of it directly into the Exchequer as surren- 
der the same amount through the medium of the grocer or the 
spirit-dealer. Nomuinally it is a matter of little moment to the 
tax-payer individually ; but there can be little doubt that direct 
taxation would be the cheapest nati nally. ‘Lhe mode in which 
the taxes are levied at present is most expensive. It may be 
said that a fleet by sea, and il wh le army ot officials ot one 
kind and another by land, are constantly employed in giving 
effect to the various duties imposed upon the necessaries as well 
as the luxuries of life. The cost of such a system is enormous. 
By the direct mode the revenue cruisers—if free trade is to 
prevail—might be disbanded, as well as all the rank and file of 
the Custom-House and Excise. <A few assessors and collectors 
in each parish would be sufficient to realize the reveuue, enor- 
mous as it 1s, thus saving millions to the country. 

One of the worst features of the system is the scope which it 
affords to fraud. Under it the contraband trade was carried to 
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effect of such a state of affairs could not be otherwise than ruin- 
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The Excise is one of the most important branches of the na- 
tional income. and re yy haps the most harassing and 
oppr ssive 1})} their op il hn. A constant watcht iiness in in- 
quisi torial intermeddlinge with tradesmen’s stocks and accounts— 
Ls mal nti uned., in order to « he kK th nAacutl Lencel C\ to dec ep- 
tion which the system © enders. ‘The premises of the manu- 
facturer of excisable s must be open night and day to 
official mspection. Indeed, in some instances no progress what- 
ever can be made unless in the presence of an exciseman. The 
result of such tieht-la CIS] n to take | pos ible 
nd ntaves and althouch. aps S } I d now t l it 
Was some years as partly from th reater difliculty of cir- 
cumvention, and partly from there being less temptation in a 
lower scale of duties—still discoveries occas} nall) occur which 
show that th pastime of ‘* cheating the gauce ot yet quite 
out of fashion. ‘There are, mdeed, few ext hia theal whose 
works come under the broad mark of the Excise, but have at 
some period or othe laid sehen to hoodwink ee officials: a fact 
whi coring De mplv demonstrat 

‘Ja my tr | 31 ty m we ik used to 

“~ di Ss aieell by ‘ Was a Cnulne scotsman, 
with even more than the ordinary degree of shrewdness and in- 
genuity ascribed to his countrymen. Hi | his ** brother ‘Tom, 
who. by the \ had t ] tune to be born in Green Isle, 
and conte ssed to the c St ]» : bok h I the bprovue, had 
charge of what were called the night and day shifts in one of 
the largest distilleries in Ireland. All the vorkin apparatus, 
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Durand, Walton, J. Walton, Irwin, Sherhbrooke, Brindall, Allan, 
Conway, Leslie. 

Miss Nicol, Mrs \ »AWLON, Miss liza Arden, Miss Alford, Miss 
Somers, Mrs Kburne . Miss Benne tt. Miss ¢ leave Ee Madle. Adele, Miss 
sufton, Miss Cruise, Miss J. Cruise, Mrs Brindall, Miss Morris, Miss 
Davis 

Prompter, Mr Conway. 
Neene Painter. Mr B. Tannett. 
Orchestra. 
Mr Alexander Mackenzie, leader and conductor 
Hioward, re} etitem. 
Messrs L. Mackenzie and Lawrence, 2d violins 
Cameron and Smaliey, teno 
Mr Cooke, violoncello. 
Messrs Wa is an | a. Wallis. double basses 
Har er and liofiman, cornels 
\lr M‘Fadyen, trumpet. 
Messrs Bahr and Hamilton, horns. 
Myr Platt, flut 
Pein, ob 
J. Owen, R.A., clarinet. 
Manecor, bass 
Loveday, drum 
Che cast of the “ Black Domino” was as follows: Juanita, the Black 
Doinino, Miss P. Horton; Paquita, Miss LE. Arden; Bona, Miss Nicol; 
Ursula, Mrs Newton: Maria, Miss Somers; Don 1 /phonso, Mr Villiers; 
Viscount Pumiest ne, Mr VW at: ins; Gil Podrida, Mr ‘a. I Ishi r; Julio de 
Calatrava, Mr Harcourt Bland. Miss P. Horton, on her entrance, was 


r 


most cordially received. She acted with vreal spirit, and her sonvs 
were much applauded. Miss E. Arden made the most of a very in 
ferior part. ‘This young lady is well deserving of praise, for whatever 
character she undertakes, be it good or bad, she exerts herself to the 
utmost to give it effect. ‘The same remark applies to Miss Nicol, in 
the part of Bona. Mrs Newton and Miss Somers had so little to do 
that a notice is not requisite. Mr Villiers played Don Alphonso very 
satisfactorily. Mr Watkins and Mr Fisher caused much merriment 
in their respective characters, and Mr H. Bland did all in his power 
to render Julio effective: but the truth is, that th only rood part in 
the piece is the Black Domino; and were it not for the songs, even 
that would not be more than tolerable. We were much pleased with 
Miss Horton’s castanet song. She was called forward at the con- 
clusion of the drama. 

The new ballet of “ La Bouquetiere” followed. It has been got up 
with much care, and was greatly applauded. Mademoiselle Adele is 
really a most fascinating dancer, and Mr Martin not only dances well, 
but is a most attentive partner to her. Miss Bufton and Mr Leo- 
pold added much to the success of the ballet. which was applauded 
throughout. The general dances, too, were well executed. 

The new Burlesque, called “ Ihe Castle of Otranto,” concluded the 
evening's entertainment. Miss P. Horton played Theodore, (her ori 
ginal character,) and Mr Gomersal, Manfred. The honours were 
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fairlv divided between them. ‘The piece is plentifubly sprinkled with 


| 
' " , , ¥ ‘¥ 
| ins anU |OKCS, which toid verv well: at d the hea haboti n Song of aii 


Vations, by Miss P. Horton, was loudly demanded a second time, but 
not respon led to, on account of its lencth. It was the most effective 
song of the evening. ‘The other characters were well sustained, and 
the hearty applause given at the end was suificient proof that the 
audience was satisfied. 

On Wednesday evening the same entertainmeuts were rv peated 

On Thursday evening a new comedictta was produced, called “ The 
Chameleon,” winch bids fair to become a most attractive piece. Miss 
P. Horton, as the Marquis de Letoriere, and his various changes of 


] : v 
character, whether in regard to her singing or acting, has fi llv esta 
blished herself in Edinburgh as a first rate artiste. We regret that 
we have not lett ourselves space to part irize. otherwise thie perfor 
mance was well deserving a lengthened notice. The seene with Mr 
Bruce Norton, as the Barun Hiern} fer, was the most etfective in the 


‘ 
piece. Mr Watkins, as Dr Aloysius S, , dressed and acted his part 
with capital effect; perhaps h ts was a little too boisterous 


Mr Fisher, as Councillor Flea -and Miss Nicol. as his ex 


tremely virtuous wile, helped materially t om il eflect: nor must 
we forget Miss Somers, who made t most of the ¢ tess Wallenstein, 
and looked charmingly. Go, gent . » and see © Thi 
Chameleon;” be assured you will not regret it. 

“ A kiss in the Dark” was the s | piece, in which Miss Cleaver, 
Miss Bufton, Mr Gomersal, and Mr \ rs, played with true artistic 
effect, and were rewarded by well merited applause. 


PERFORMAN( 
Tuesday, 2d inst.—The Black Domino—La Bou jueticre—The Castle 
of Otranto. 
Wednesday, 3d inst.— The Black Domino—La Bou jue tiere—— The Castle 
of Otranto. 
Thursday, Ath inst. The Chameleon \ Kiss in the Dark—La 
Bouquetiere—The Castle of Otranto. 


ADELPHL THEATRE. 

This theatre, after having undergone various improvements, will 
re-open for the winter season to-morrow evening with a vast acces- 
sion of artistic talent. The following is a list of the company: 

stars. 
Mr Sims Reeves Miss Rebeeca Isaaes 
Harrison , Louisa Pyne 
— Borani Pyne. 
Regular Com} any. : 

Misses Parker, Jessie Ryd r, Clara Leslie, Page, C. ¥. mes, Eliza- 
beth Webster, Emma Stanley, Kate Stanley, Julia Seton, Harriet 
Ferguson, Blake, Marion Butler, Weems, G. Weems, Mrs Lyons, 
Rough, Atkins, Wyndham. 

Messrs Powrie, H. Webb, Barry, Verner, Lyons, V. Wynne, 
Pritchard, Humphreys, Vauchan, Bain, Josephs, st Ody, Rough, 
Selwyn, Lambert, Carroll, Mungall, Glover, Fisher, Wyndham. 








LINES TO THOMAS POWRIE. 


0, come! thre u sol nnn e ¢ traced, 


; 
And Wrap 0 soul in keen u tic fire, 

And guide my fingers on the golden lyre; 

‘| hat | may sing fond admiration ’s lay : 

T ) thine own favoured Sou. the son? 1] rs Cc, 

If he shall deign to list the lowly minstrel’s praise 
How sweet to see the dawn of genius bricht, 

\\ ith rich rm fulere nee fain it mehtful roe . 
While envy, stingless, sinks in starless gloom, 
Writhing and bleared, before th peering light, 


" ‘ 


<i 
7 ‘ } 2. Be . = b 
late and di corted, to oblLIVvION hur] A 
! 
| 


While merit stands unveiled, before a wond’ring world. 


Behold pale § 1 now, si ighs and weeps, 
And fondly ¢ : wit ed M . 

Then forth sl with L ar ul eve, 
To wail upon f where Mur leeps 
tut, sav. oh! cruel fate, savy. is she 

A childless, hopeless thing, of ev'ry y bereft? 
No, no, her ev’ry stay cannot be flow 

Go forth enthusiast with thy noble task. 

lair fame for thee with beaming e} hall ask, 
And heraid thee, and claim thee as her own: 
lor fadeless laurels, fres!} | green e’en now, 


Thomas Powrie culls for William Sha peare’s brow. 


J. B. 


ém@ DBibliopole, Hawick, complains that young Lloyd and his com- 


pli | 
pany are so engrossing the attention of the inhabitants of that town 
and vicinity that they have no leisure to read, and consequently that 


his business in periodicals has sustained a serious falling off. 


The Theatre- Royal, Dunlop Street, re-opened last week with * Mas- 


I 
saniello.”’ and the farce of “* A Thousand Miulliners wanted for the 
Diggines.”” The first piece was brought out in gorgeous style, and 
has since been r¢ pe ated almost every night.—Glas, Cor. 


és Parts 1, 2, and 3, price 4d. each, of “ The Review and Drama- 
tic Critic,’ will be ready for issue next week. Four parts com- 
plete the volume. 
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